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AJ and John Anderson – proud builders of the 2015 Family Boat 

BuildingSabot Project – and their finished yacht! 
Launching another generation of wooden boat fans! 
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After considerable review and discussion, the By-Laws Committee has completed it’s 
work and proposed changes to bring the Ancient Mariners Sailing Society more fully into 
the current century.  Vice Commodore Jerry Newton has prepared a summary of the 
specific changes, and a statement of the rationale for each of the changes. 
 
The By-Laws as they currently exist are contained within the 2015 Membership Directory, 
and the proposed changes are posted for review on the AMSS web site.  We have also 
provided hard copies at the last few general meetings. 
 
It was our hope originally to bring the subject to a vote of the Flag members at the March 
meeting, but due to schedule conflicts, this voting session has been moved back to the 
April General Membership meeting.  It is important that we have a quorum at this meeting, 
and the official notice will go out later in the month of March. 
 
In the meantime, we encourage everyone to take a few minutes to see what’s been 
recommended, and to come prepared to vote in April.  Please be aware that by-laws can 
only be changed by majority vote of Flag members in good standing – dues paid and 
current – at the time of the voting meeting. 
 
We hope you will all come prepared to help us move into a world where technology has 
made it so much easier to stay in touch and up to date. 
 
 
Race Committee Report-Guinea Cup #1 
 
We must be mindful not to gloat. While most of the country was eating chili and shivering 
under cold, dreary skies, the Ancient Mariners enjoyed the first of the Guinea cup races in 
shirt-sleeve weather on San Diego Bay. Nine boats made the start with equal representation 
in all three classes. 
 
The race committee modified almost all of the 2015 Guinea Cup courses to make them 
more technical. In addition to this, they also lengthened the short courses so the short 
course sailors would finish in approximately the same time as the long course racers. 
Course seven was chosen. With the prevailing winds filling in from the northwest, the 
course provided something for everyone including winds that varied from fresh to very 
light. 
 



After a clean start, Chimera, and Sally led to the upwind mark, CB#15 with Rendezvous 
and the rest of all three fleets in close pursuit. The next legs included a  for the racetrack 
run back to CB#17 and then another close reach back to CB#15 before heading on the long 
reaching/downwind leg. It was the downwind leg where it got interesting. The wind 
dropped from fresh to light and Chimaera, Sprig and Sally opened their lead dramatically 
on their way down to CB#24. There were many holes to be seen but the fleet sailed smartly 
and avoided almost all of them. Rendezvous stayed within boarding distance of Zest and 
Menace to the downwind mark at which point Menace lost her boom and Zest started her 
upwind leg, opening up a gap between her and Rendezvous. Meanwhile, the short course 
boats battled it out in freshening winds for their final two legs back to the finish.  
 
Chimaera continued to open her lead winning by a crushing 10 minutes (corrected time) 
over her closest competitor, Sprig.  
 
Sprig and Sally crossed the line with less than a minute between them but Sprig took it on 
corrected time.  Likewise, Zest and Rendezvous crossed the line with 35 seconds between 
them but Rendezvous took Long Course B on corrected time. Sprig also edged our 
Rendezvous by less than a minute on corrected time.   
 
The short course was handily won by Sea Witch, beating the L-16 Whisper by 13 minutes 
in winds that favored the heavier boat with the 525 handicap.  
 
Although the leaders in the long and short courses walked away with their victories, the 
rest of the fleets were very competitive.  
 
An after party was held at Fiddlers and was well attended. A gift certificate to San Diego 
Marine Exchange was given to Zest in appreciation of their fine sailing and bringing the 
PC fleet back to the race course. 
 
The results of Guinea Cup #2 on March, 5 will be reported in a future edition.  
 
John Buser 
Race Committee 
 
 
Albatross Editorial Assistance Requested 
 
While most of our Society information and notices are now available through our web site 
(AMSS.us), we still would like to produce the Albatross and distribute it to our members 
and our friends.  From now until the end of October, Joe DiMatteo has offered to help put 



together the next few issues of the Albatross.  After that we are hoping someone with some 
creative writing aspirations will take it over and continue the tradition.  It really isn’t heavy 
lifting – just a matter of collecting inputs from various members and making it fit a simple 
format.  If you have any interest, please let the Board know. 
 
Welcome Aboard – New Members Gary & Gayle Gould! 
 
The Goulds join us as co-owners of PC 14 – La Cucaracha – co-owned by George and Pam 
Lindly.  Many of us already know them, and we look forward to seeing them at our AMSS 
meetings, and on the water! 
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!        WWW.AMSS.US 


