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Call me speechless. Incredulity reigns. Unfathomable, unimaginable. If you haven’t already heard about
what happened at the 41st Annual Yesteryear Regatta, then you need to know the unvarnished truth immediately. Are you ready for this? Snap on and give a listen.
We enjoyed yet another spectacular, spectacular classic boat celebration. Yep. Can you believe it? The
team of Stewart, Helmy, Jenness & Co. did it again! Friday: The weather threatened to dampen spirits at
the pre-race social gathering. SHJ & Co. effortlessly moved the party from the front dock to the SDYC
Jessop Room. An intimate setting, inspiring conversations and shared camaraderie among friends and
good cheer. Saturday morning: Damp conditions greeted participants again at race check-in time and the
skipper’s meeting that followed. Greg Stewart deftly presided before a capacity crowd on the SDYC sail
wash lawn. Prospective members became members. Out-of-town guests renewed old friendships. New
race entries were subscribed with barely seconds to spare. Raffle tickets and other AMSS merchandise sold
like nobody’s business. Saturday, at noon: As if on command from the race committee, the sun gods took
control, giving us mostly sunny skies just in time for the first start. The race was sailed with comfortable
10 - 13 knot breezes throughout. Pretty much made to order race conditions for this time honored, AMSS
sailing tradition. Saturday afternoon: Warm, comfortable conditions prevailed on and off the water and carried on to the post-race reception. AMSS members and invited guests were initially a bit relunctant to leave
the raft-up at the front dock for the post-race BBQ. And who in their right mind could object? Everyone
concerned was just having a fabulous good time talking story in the midst of another superb AMSS regatta
experience. The race results were most exciting, if
not interestingly, peculiar. One boat was everywhere
and nowhere fast at the same time, finishing in the
thick of a different class race where seconds mattered (and remain to be more carefully measured).
Along the way, she gathered up Class honors, 1st
Overall (corrected time) and longest time to finish
honors, all in one fell swoop. Of course, I write
about Sea Witch, commanded by Staff Commodore
Jack Cabeen. Hearing Jack speak at the post-race
awards presentation, about the unusual honors Sea
Witch earned in this race, one could easily appreciate
his animated love for sailing. Huzzah! Read more
Photo Above: Sea Witch passes to windward of PC No. 62,
about our freshly concluded AMSS Annual Spring
Jack’s Wylie Menace, on her return to the bay from the windward
Regatta, Sea Witch, as well as other goings on and
mark in the 2015 Yesteryear Regatta.
~Photo courtesy of Roger Stewart AMSS coming attractions, in the pages that follow.
			~ Christopher R. Barclay
To preserve and promote interest in sail and power vessels of ancient vintage.
The Albatross is the official publication of the Ancient Mariners Sailing Society.
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2015 Commodore’s Cup Race/
Inaugural Margarita Cup Race
The AMSS race committee team of John Buser
(2015 AMSS Race Chairman), Staff Commodore
John Driscoll and AMSS board member Chris
Reddin have organized around a pretty exciting, new
race idea. The race is an interesting twist on one of
AMSS’s oldest sail race traditions - the Half Pint ‘O
Rum Race, which is sailed annually in December as
the last race event on the AMSS race calendar. Much
of the credit for the new idea goes to Staff Commodore Driscoll, who began talking about adding
another unique AMSS race event to the AMSS summer calendar about a year ago during his term as our
Commodore. As AMSS already had a busy 2015
race calendar from the start, with relatively few open
dates that didn’t conflict with other events planned
for the bay, the decision was made to combine the
newest AMSS race with the Commodore’s Cup Race
for 2015. We look to see how things go with this first
race trial, listen to feedback from our members and
tweak it a bit as need be come again about this time
next year.
For 2015, the Margarita Cup Race is a bay race that
starts in La Playa. The start is somewhat similar to
the Half Pint, in that racers begin with all sails down
and boats will be lying on their own anchor. After
leaving La Playa, the course takes racers to CB 24,
not far from the Midway Museum, then returning
to La Playa for a rigorous swim finish. The Albatross
notes that the course is predominently upwind/
downwind. Well surprise, surprise. Commodore
Barclay hopes the Margarita Cup race planners will
experiment a bit with the race course in future years,
including offering a predominately ocean race course
format. We shall see. But, uh-hmm, my, my how we
digress. The design of the start and the finish are
both nods to the Half Pint race format, though for
the Margarita Cup, the swim at the start is eliminated.
There is no entry fee for this race. All AMSS members and invited guests of the Commodore are

2015 AMSS Race Calendar
June 6		

Commodore’s Cup Race

June 26 - 28

Kettenburg & Classic Yacht Regatta

August 8

20 Guinea Cup Race #4 (Non-Spin)

September 12

20 Guinea Cup Race #5 (Non-Spin)

October 10

20 Guinea Cup Race #6 (All Sails)

November 14

20 Guinea Cup Race #7 (All Sails)

December 12

Half Pint of Rum Race

welcome to participate. All racers must pre-register, complete an entry form, execute a release and
obtain an anchoring permit from the San Diego
Harbor Police. The Notice of Race and Sailing
Instructions, including the course chart, are available from the AMSS website at www.amss.us.
A post-race BBQ will be held at Koehler Kraft
Boat Yard. We are grateful to CF Koehler for
offering his boatyard venue for this party. Kudos
to you, CF! Thanks for supporting AMSS with
your generosity.
All AMSS members and invited guests are welcome to attend the BBQ, which will feature - you
guessed it - Mexican BBQ fare. All AMSS members who attend are asked to bring a complimentary dish and/or Margarita ingredients. As
the side dishes will be pot luck, a bit of order will
help balance things out. Let’s try this: if your
last name begins with A - L, bring a dish that
complements the main course (carne asada and
pollo asado); if your last name begins with M - Z,
bring a dessert. Everyone is encouraged to bring
refreshments and good cheer. Muchos Gracias!
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The Editor’s Bunk

I suspect we each have some particular part of
our respective treasure that we find especially
appealing. For me it’s Ocean’s Child’s flare at the
bow. In my eyes it reads as graceful and sea-kindly, ready to slide through pleasant waters and push
aside rowdy ones. Next would be her hard chines.
On Ocean’s Child those chine edges start well forward and sweep upward to the stern, planting her
firmly against the rolling forces that necessitate
heroic stabilizers on some hull shapes.
What is your favorite view
or aspect of your wooden obsession? We would
love to have you share it
with us -- with pictures, of
course. And maybe just
a few words about what
catches your eye -- or your
breath -- when you stop
to look. I’ve said before
that the best designs have
good bones. Even when
inadequately dressed!

A l b at r o s s

June General Meeting
Announcement
Voyage to South Georgia Island
Aboard the S&S 65-foot sloop Alaska Eagle
When:		
		Thursday June 4, 2015
Where:		
Southwestern Yacht Club		
Time:		
7:30 pm
			
The June AMSS General Meeting will feature a presentation by Orange Coast College School of Sailing and
Seamanship’s director Brad Avery. Brad will narrate a
slide presentation of Alaska Eagle’s month-long voyage to explore South Georgia Island, entailing a 2,600mile journey under sail from Cape Horn to South
Georgia and up to Buenos Aires. Brad will also give
an update on Alaska Eagle’s new life. Now 38 years
old, the two time Whitbread boat was recently refitted
in Europe and renamed Flyer.

Standing by,
~Capt. Ann Kinner,
Editor

2015 AMSS Program Calendar
June 4th
Alaska Eagle Voyage to So. Georgia Is.
July 2nd
[No Meeting Scheduled]
August 7th
AMSS Summer BBQ
September 3rd
Naval Base Field Trip
October 1st
		
TBA		
November 5th
TBA
December 16th
AGM & Commodore’s Ball

South Georgia Island is one hundred miles long with
peaks reaching 10,000 feet, the sub-Antarctic island
of South Georgia Island lies 1,000 miles east of Cape
Horn.

SWYC

For more information about Orange Coast College
OMC visit: www.occsailing.com

SWYC
TBD
TBD
SWYC

Guests and Prospective AMSS Members WELCOME!

AMSS on the Water
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2015 Yesteryear Regatta

fka

“AMSS Annual Spring Regatta”

2015 Yesteryear Preliminary Results
Split-Rig Class:
Place
Vessel 		
1st Place
Sea Witch 		
2nd Place
Amercia
3rd Place
Maid of Kent 		
4th Place
Ianthia		

Elapsed Time
3:05:59		
2:00:47		
3:04:08		
2:34:01		

Corrected Time		
1:30:59			
1:31:56			
1:40:09			
1:41:41 			

Overall
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place

Racing Class A:
Place
1st Place
2nd Place

Vessel 		
Chimaera
Circe			

Elapsed Time
1:48:25		
1:54:24		

Corrected Time		
1:51:00			
1:51:04			

Overall
11th Place (P)
12th Place (P)

Racing Class B:
Place
1st Place
2nd Place

Vessel 		
Martha
		
Frolic 		

Elapsed Time
1:56:35		
2:03:26		

Corrected Time		
1:44:04			
1:48:52			

Overall
5th Place			
8th Place (P)

Racing Class C:
Place
1st Place
2nd Place

Vessel 		
Spitfire 		
TBD		

Elapsed Time
2:05:12		
TBD			

Corrected Time		
1:46:33			
TBD			

Overall
6th Place			
7th Place

Racing Class D:
Place
1st Place
2nd Place

Vessel 		
Salmo
		
Zephyr		

Elapsed Time
2:48:58		
2:34:57		

Corrected Time		
1:49:33			
1:52:50			

Overall
9th Place (P)		
16th Place (P)

PC Class:
Place
1st Place
2nd Place

Vessel 		
JW Menace 		
Jade		

Elapsed Time
2:03:21		
2:08:17		

Corrected Time		
1:49:49			
1:54:45			

Overall
10th Place (P)
18th Place (P)

L-16 Class:
Place
1st Place

Vessel
Betty

Elapsed Time
2:34:46		

Corrected Time
1:52:39
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2015 Yesteryear Regatta

Photo above left: Staff Commodore Jack Cabeen at the post-race awards
reception, reflecting amicably on the speed difference between sailors who
“like” sailing and those who “love” sailing. Photo above: Sea Witch is an
AMSS race regular. Photo below: Jack Cabeen buried chest high in perpetual trophies at the 2015 Yesteryear Regatta. ~ Photos courtesy of Roger Stewart
Sea Witch performed a most unusual feet in the 2015
Yesteryear Regatta: She finished first in her class.
Ok. But, that is not all. She secured the Turtle Perpetual Trophy for taking the most time to complete the
race course. She didn’t stop there. She simultaneously
pulled down a 1st overall based on corrected time,
which gave her the honors of the Dingus Perpetual
Trophy. That my friends is skillful sailing.
Sea Witch is no stranger to AMSS or The Alboatross,
having been around since the very beginning. Below
is a re-print of a review penned by Saunie Driscoll
that appeared in the very second issue of this newsletter in 1975.
“Sea Witch, designed by the late Hugh Angleman,
was the first of class of sailing ketches which have
become known as Seawitch ketches. Built at Angleman’s yard in Wilmington, CA, in 1939, she is constructed of mahogany, fastened to massive sawn oak
frames. Her teak deck measures 37 feet, with a beam
of 13.5 feet, and she is 50 feet to the tip of her high
bowsprit. The gaff-rigged main, ratlines, dead-eyes,
and clipper bow mark her as a true vintage yacht.
Angelman saw no need to change his original design
since he said the sea never changes.

honors in the Honolulu race. She was more than a decade old when
she won the Transpac, no small achievement for any yacht, even 20
years ago.
As we all know, time marches on, new innovations come along, and
ketches are not fast going to weather. Sea Witch is no longer a racing
craft, and as Hugo Carver says, ‘the way to race-tune an Angelman
is by adding more baggy-wrinkle.’ She is still as sound as when she
was built and the Driscoll’s are most pleased with her comfortable
cruising capabilities.”

In 1949, Sea Witch won class honors in the Trans-Pac,
but the sturdy ketch was just getting warmed up for Editor’s Note: 41 years after being declared“no longer a racing craft”,
Sea Witch gathered up a veritable boatload of trophy treasure in the
better things. In 1951, Sea Witch sailed to overall
2015 Yesteryear Regatta. For the love of sailing, such sweet poetry.
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Photos left: Pre-race maneuvers and early starts for the
split-rig class in the 2015 Yesteryear Regatta. The split-rig
class dominated the overall results, making it a clean sweep
of 1st through 4th place overall honors. Split-rig entries featured on this page (from top to bottom) in order of finish
following Sea Witch in 1st place: America; Maid of Kent; Iantha;
and, Nerissa. Although Nerissa was ultimately scored a DNF,
she deserves honors and special mention. She was the last
entry made in the race, entering officially around 0800 on
Saturday morning and she sailed with an entire Sea Scout
crew. Our hats are off to Charlie Rogers for all his efforts!
Photos below: One of the best, annual features of the
Yesteryear Regatta is seeing so many unique classic wooden
boats, especially yachts that we don’t get to see all the time.
In order of appearance below: O2; Salmo; and, Martha.
~ All photos courtesy of AMSS member Roger Stewart
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Editor’s Note: Flag member Roger Stewart once again chronicled a
2015 AMSS event capturing the fesrtive spirit of those in attendance
on film. We owe Roger a big debt of gratitude and probably also
more than a couple of bucks for fuel. Not only do we have Roger’s
photos to enjoy today, we trust they will be treasured for years to
come. Thank you, Roger!! In these scenes, Damp, wet weather
drove all but our distinguished guests from the Pacific Northwest
and the hardiest of our members into the comfortable confines of
the warm indoors on Friday afternoon.
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Upcoming & Noteworthy Furture Events
2015 has already proven to be a busy year for AMSS and
it seems that there is going to be no letting up. On this page,
we profile upcoming annual events of particular interest to
AMSS members. Both of the events described below offer
our members unique opportunities to share their love of and
investment in the wooden boat community with other wooden
boat aficionados and members of the general public.

June 20 - 21: Annual Wooden Boat Festival

AMSS members are invited to participate in the 2015
Wooden Boat Festival and there are a variety of ways
to do so. If you are interested in featuring your classic
wooden boat at the festival or helping out as a volunteer,
please contact the Wooden Boat Festival at: woodenboatfestival@koehlerkraft.com. Anyone interested in being
involved with the Family Boat Building Project is encouraged to contact Staff Commodore Jerry Newton.

September 4 - 6: Festival of Sail

The 25th annual San Diego Wooden Boat Festival, fea- The Maritime Museum San Diego has announced that the
turing more than 70 classic crafts, seminars on traditional Festival of Sail will once again return to the North shores
maritime skills and activities for kids, will be held June of the San Diego Embarcadero over Labor Day weekend.
20-21 at the Koehler Kraft boatyard on Shelter Island. The Festival of Sail is organized annually by MMSD and
is hailed as the largest Tall Ship festival of its kind on the
The San Diego Wooden Boat festival is the premier
West Coast. The event transforms the North Embarcadeannual event for Southern California traditional wooden
ro into a veritable nautical village and theme park.
boat enthusiasts and provides a rare opportunity for the
general public to view these crafts up close. From small
MMSD is keenly interested in organizing participation by
rowing, sailing, and power boats to regal schooners and
AMSS Flag Vessels in the 2015 Festival. AMSS Flag Memrugged workboats, all are open to the public.
bers are encouraged to express their interest in participating in the welcoming parade of sail on Friday, September
Among the features at the 2015 festival will be a new,
ongoing re-construction project for the Koehler Kraft 4, 2015 and/or throughout the weekend of the festival by
public display of their Flag Vessel at MMSD. AMSS memboatyard, Siwash – a 1910 yawl built for the current
owner’s grandfather’s high school graduation. A return- ber Theresa Smullen is working with MMSD to encourage
ing favorite is C.F. Koehler’s own, Sally, a 1928, 10-Me- and facilitate participation by AMSS members.
ter Class Sloop. Sally and Branta, both kept here in San
If you have an AMSS flag vessel and are available to particDiego, are the last two remaining hulls of 14 identical
ipate with the 2015 Festival of Sail and support the endeavvessels originally built in Germany at Abeking and
Rasmussen. Sally has undergone a two year restoration ors of MMSD, please confirm your willingness to parat Koehler Kraft. The last two 10-Meters will be exhib- ticipate as soon as possible by informing Ms. Smullen or
ited side-by-side at this year’s festival event, fresh from Commodore Barclay. AMSS members interested in more
a head to head competition in the just completed 2015 information about the 2015 Festival of Sail may email the
Commodore at mailcall@amss.us.
Yesteryear Regatta.
There is more. In addition to special 100-year anniversary plans to honor the Koehler family’s own boat building
tradition, the 2015 Wooden Boat Festival attractions and
seminars will also feature the return of a family boat
building project, made possible through the Ancient
Mariners/Maritime Museum Education Fund.
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save the dates!

Concours d’Elegance
Competitive Class Racing
Charity Cup Race
June 26 - June 28
Entry by online registration only
Early Registration period ends May 26, 2015
(www.sdyc.org/kettenburg)
The 2015 Kettenburg and Classic Yacht Regatta is the 5th year of AMSS’s expanded and reformatted
Kettenburg Regatta. The Organizing Authority for this event is AMSS in conjunction with SDYC.

AMSS at the Stern
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May 2015 General Meeting Recap: If for any

reason you missed the AMSS May General Meeting program - All Things Martha - well, then you really missed out.
Our featured speaker was Robert d’Arcy from the Schooner Martha Foundation. AMSS members and guests were
regaled at the story of Martha’s original construction and
her later, most ambitious, near 20-year ongoing structural
restoration. Originally constructed in San Francisco in
1907, Martha finds her home today in Port Townsend, WA.
She is currently in the midst of an ambitious sail training
and race schedule, which will culminate in her participation
in the 2015 Transpac Race later this July “on the way back
home.” AMSS was all the more fortunate for Martha’s
visit this Spring, as she counted among her exceptional
crew a couple of AMSS Staff Commodores in the persons
of Deb Dominici and Doug Jones, both transplants to
Port Townsend in recent time. Martha also provided an
opportunity to participate in the 2015 Yesteryear Regatta to
Johnny and Theresa Smullen while their own AMSS Flag
vessel and Best of Show honors recipient, Altair, is out
of commission but nearing completion of much needed
repairs. What good fortune for AMSS and exceedingly
propitious circumstances on all accounts!

2015 Officers, Board Members, Chairs, Etc.
Commodore		Christopher R. Barclay
Vice Commodore		
John Buser		
Port Captain		Phil Thearle		
Purser			
Kathy Easter		
Yeoman			Caroline Helmy		
At Large			
Johnny Smullen		
At large			Chris Reddin		
At Large			Lindy Thomas		
At large			
Jeffrey L. Woods		

619.977.5876
619.226.7443
619.334.4013
858.551.4340
858.344.3277
619.758.9198
847.636.9336
847.209.1508
949.274.5785

Albatross Editor		Ann Kinner		
Event Program Chair	Greg Stewart		
Membership		Leslie Jenness		
Race Chair		
John Buser		
Roster			
Janet Callow		
Webmaster		
Johnny Smullen		
Yesteryear Regatta Chair	Greg Stewart		

619.223.8989
619.224.6347
602.301.0059
619.226.7443
619.284.0156
619.758.9198
619.224.6347

We’re on the web!

ANCIENT MARINERS
SA I L I N G S O C I ET Y
E S T. 1 9 7 5
P.O. Box 6484
San Diego, CA 92166
General Meetings: 1st Thursday of every month,
7:30 PM @ Southwestern Yacht Club
E-mail: mailcall@amss.us
AMSS Ship-to-Ship VHF Common - Channel 68

www.amss.us

Photo Above: The 2015 Yesteryear Regatta gave witness to a
number of valiant efforts in the face of trying circumstances. In
this photo, Hidalgo, a rare Kettenburg K46 from Newport Beach,
loses her genoa. But after a missed start, torn sails were not
enough to deny this unique regatta entry. We understand that
she managed a repair of sorts while under sail (short-handed, no
less) and kept going!
~ Photo courtesy of Roger Stewart

