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Chimaera, Spitfire & Windley...
MEETINGS
 Thursday, 4 November, Southwestern Yacht Club, 7:30 PM.
The Lynx Educational Foundation, by Jeff Woods. Earlier for
no host drinks and dinner. You,
your friends and guests are
welcome.
 Saturday, 13 November. 20
Guinea Cup Race #7. 12:00
Start. Last chance to improve
your points for the December
Awards!
 Thursday, 18 November AMSS
Board Meeting, Fiddlers Green,
Shelter Island, 7:30 PM. Earlier
for Dinner.
 Thursday, 26 November,
Thanksgiving Day!
 Saturday, 27 November.
Herreshoff Race, SDYC
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Spitfire, sailing an earlier race

On Saturday, 9 October, a smaller turnout for 20 Guinea Cup #6 sailed
a “spinnakers allowed” race on a very fine San Diego day. Chimaera,
Spitfire and Windley took honors in each of their classes: Racing A,
Racing B and Short Course, respectively. There was a fair breeze for
the duration; the course took the boats along North Island, downtown,
and back to Shelter Island. Please see page 5 for the complete race results and the 20 Guinea Cup Series standings so far this year, minus
Race #7, which is scheduled to sail Saturday 13 November...cont’d
THE ALBATROSS IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ANCIENT MARINERS SAILING SOCIETY.

P a g e

2

A l b a t r o s s

November Letter from the Commodore
As the holidays approach and as some
2010 Officers, Board Members, Chairs, etc.
of you busy folk need to make some
plans I would like to write about some
Commodore
Johnny Smullen 619 758-9198
great Ancient Mariners events we have
619 284-0156
coming up this month and also in Decem- Vice Commodore Janet Callow
ber so you can put these “must do” items Port Captain
Peter Hylen
858 245-3017
in your calendars.
First up we have the final Guinea Cup
#7 on Saturday November 13th it would
be great to get the same participation we
had for the first Guinea cup this year
where we had 15+ yachts on the start
line, I would encourage everyone to
come out and make this a fun event and
we will finish off the day with a spontaneous party at the club “après sail” so to
speak. Details will be announced in the
email blast prior to race day.

Secretary

Ann Kinner

619 223-8989

Treasurer

Deb Dominici

619 294-2244

At Large

John Driscoll

619 222-0325

At Large

Brad Smith

760 807-5360

At Large

Ed O’Sullivan

858 605-0656

At Large
Chair

Bruce Anderson 858 454 4051 Race
Doug Jones
619 993-9295

Program Chair

Greg Stewart

619 224-6347

Membership Chair Leslie Jenness

602 301-0059

Albatross Editor

858 551 4340

Dave Easter

On the Saturday after Thanksgiving 27th
November we have the small Herreshoff
Regatta, originally the brainchild of Jeff Woods and embraced by fellow Herreshoff enthusiast and esteemed member and friend Jack Sutphen who ran with the idea and invested a
lot of his time to get the it off the ground or should I say on the water. Jack, Jeff, Dave
Easter and Greg Stewart have done much legwork so we are guaranteed to have a fantastic
day out on the water, more details about this regatta are in this edition of the Albatross.
Moving on to December, Saturday December 11th we have my favorite regatta of the year,
the Half Pint O’ Rum race, this is one of our best sailing and social events on our calendar
which traditionally finishes up with a raft up in La Playa, where sea shanties over Rum is
served till late, definitely one of our “must do” events,
Finally in December we have the Commodores
dinner and prize giving at Southwestern Yacht club
on Friday December 17th an evening of entertainment rounding off the year and we will award the
trophies for the Guinea Cup series, Half Pint of
Rum race, and the Commodores Cup, along with
the announcement of the results of our new officers
of the club. Invitations and RSVP cards will be in
the mail, so make sure you sign up early to avoid
disappointment, I look forward to seeing you all
there. - Johnny Smullen
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November Flag Boat — Jade (PC 9)
Legend says that the genesis
of the PC fleet occurred when
former SDYC Commodore Joseph Jessop, Sr. approached
George Kettenburg and requested he try and import
some east coast International
Class boats for San Diego. George said that he could
design a better boat for San
Diego and he did, called the
Pacific Coast Class. The first
one came in 1929. Number 9
came in 1931, for Mr. Jessop
and his partner Ed Peterson.
My love affair with PC's goes
way back to 1945. The San
Diego harbor entrance was
Jade tuning up mid-bay for the 2007 Yesteryear Regatta
closed for ocean sailing so all
photo cortesy Elon
races started in front of the
SDYC using a race committee
booth above the club house. I was about 13 and was asked to crew on #14, being sailed
that day by Ed Ruffa, a former junior activities director and his friend Warner Peterson, a
life-long local sailor and coach at San Diego High School. In the pre-start, the 10 meter,
Serius tacked into us and swept the rigging clean off the boat. What a way to start! In
1949 I bought PC #13 for myself. After a quick repaint, I moored it off the foot of Bessemer
Street, as I could not afford a slip. The Air Force then intervened and the boat was sold.
In the '50's I was mentored by Paul Hartley, Sr., and given use of #8; taking it to Catalina
Island; once with Kenneth Hartley and once alone, with other friends. That is the boat now
on display at the Maritime Museum (i.e., Wings). In 1996 Lee Estep purchased #9, and I
helped with the restoration and we raced it for a couple of years. I borrowed the boat in
1998 to take some visiting German students for a sail prior to their returning home. Upon
our return to the dock, and notification that the boat would be sold, I wrote a check. Another complete rehab took place over the last winter months, debuting opening day 2010.

—Vance Gustafson
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ANCIENT MARINERS SAILING SOCIETY
** Special Program Announcement**
The Lynx Educational Foundation
Thursday, 4 November, Southwestern Yacht Club, 7:30 PM
Jeffrey Woods, Director of Operations for the Lynx Educational
Foundation will present a slide
show on the celebrated War of
1812 Privateer Lynx and her arrival on the East Coast from Hawaii
and California. The 122- foot Top
Sail Schooner Lynx, "America's
Privateer," is scheduled for a five
year mission along the East Coast
of the United States and Canada
to participate in the celebration of
the 200th anniversary of the War
of 1812 and the Star-Spangled
Banner. After participating in
the 2010 Great Lakes United Tall
Ships Challenge Series this past
summer Lynx headed for the
Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner
Race where she laid out the canvas for a respectable 3rd place
finish. Lynx was the Recipient of the American Sail Training Association’s 2008 SAIL TRAINING
PROGRAM OF THE YEAR AWARD
and the 2008 TALL SHIPS CHALLENGE PERRY BOWL AWARD.
The Lynx Educational Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, non-partisan, educational organization, dedicated to hands-on educational programs that teach the history of America’s struggle to
preserve its independence. For donation information, please contact the Lynx Educational Foundation 1-866-446-5969 509 29th Street Newport Beach, CA 92663. Please join us early for no
host drinks or dinner at the Southwestern Yacht Club; all members, guests, friends and the public are welcome and encouraged to attend!

THE ALBATROSS IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ANCIENT MARINERS SAILING SOCIETY.
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20 Guinea Cup # 6 Race Results, cont’d
...A much larger fleet is expected out for 20 Guinea Cup race #7 in the last chance to boost
their points standings for the year. Remember - the 2010 20 Guinea Cup Awards will be presented at this year’s Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony at the San Diego Yacht Club on
Friday, 17 December. Come on out and play!
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Scuttlebutt, etc.


Mark your calendars for the Saturday after Thanksgiving,
on 27 November. This will be the Herreshoff Race day,
with starts beginning at noon on San Diego Yacht Club’s
PC dock. We expect up to ten competitors in this Shelter
Island Basin competition. Please stop by with a cooler
and lunch to see this first-of-a-kind fun style regatta. Who
knows, maybe this will become a new annual event.



The 2010 Half Pint’o’Rum Race. This is our last race of
the year, sailing on Saturday 11 December. Bring along
your entry fee (a bottle of high quality rum), and be prepared for an off-anchor start. This one is arguably the favorite, and most certainly, the “most fun” AMSS race every
year. Don’t forget to join the raft-up afterwards in La Playa, watching the sun go down over a dark & stormy...



Nominations are due for this year’s slate of AMSS Flag Officers and Board Members, and
you’ll be receiving a ballot by mail in early November. Please complete your ballot according to the enclosed instructions, and return it in the postpaid return envelope. We look forward every year to recruiting new people to serve our club, and the fresh views and energy
positively keep us going strong from year-to-year (35 years, that is, to date).



The December Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, 17 December at the Southwestern
Yacht Club. This is our premiere General Meeting of every year, and we’re continuing the
new tradition of a full course dinner to accommodate all members and their guests in a
somewhat more formal and festive setting than in days gone by. You’ll find invitations to
this grand party in your mailbox at about the same time as you’ll receive your 2010 Officers
and Board Members ballots. Please make your reservations as early as possible, and we
hope to see you this year with your families and crews ready for a fine evening. The new
2011 AMSS Officers and Board Members will be introduced, and the Awards Ceremony for
the 2010 20 Guinea Cup Series and the 2010 Half-Pint-o’-Rum Race will follow shortly after the dinner. Of course, a no-host bar will be available as well, with cocktails to be served
beginning at 6:00 PM.



Ed. Note: Just a reminder that I usually have on
hand tickets for those interested in visiting the San
Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum, USS Midway. If
you find some visitors or friends during the holidays with some spare time, E-mail me ASAP if
you’d like to visit the USS Midway, with compliments of the museum: deaster1@san.rr.com
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Talks Underway for a New
“Southern California Classic” Series
Exploratory discussions have been initiated regarding prospects
for a grand new classic sailing series including several traditional
West Coast regattas held on an annual basis, ranging from Santa
Barbara to San Diego. The talks also focus on the possibility of a
standard handicap rating system for yachts competing in this new
series of classic races. With some attention and effort, this initiative could be headed toward an unprecedented vision of classic
yacht racing throughout Southern California in future years.
The Ancient Mariners Sailing Society, the McNish Classic and
the Wooden Hull Yacht Club have each expressed an interest in
participating in the discussions. Currently, there are two primary
topics of interest: the definition of a series of races to comprise
the overall “Southern California Classic Boat “ competition, and
the requirements to establish a common handicap system.
Dick McNish presented an outstanding program covering the 2010 McNish Classic at the
Ancient Mariners General Meeting on 7 October. Comments and suggestions were proposed to advance the participation of the McNish fleet in the Ancient Mariner’s Yesteryear
Regatta, and to also expand the number of San Diego fleet boats (typically ten or so) sailing the McNish Classic. An exchange of information to support the development of a common handicap system was initiated. More recently, the Wooden Hull Yacht Club has entered into the discussions with positive interest, proposing their annual (February) “One
More Time Regatta” and perhaps others as candidate races for the new series.
As with any such complex undertaking, the devil is in the details. However, the general
consensus is that the prospects for launching a new West Coast Classic Series are actually
quite promising. It’s anticipated that with some careful coordination and hard work, the series might be established on at least a provisional basis in 2011. The handicap issues may
not be resolved as quickly, but the groundwork is well underway.
Tentatively, there are three races that would almost certainly be included in the new series:
The WHYC’s February “One More Time Regatta,” the May AMSS “Yesteryear Regatta,” and
the August “McNish Classic.” Additional WHYC race venues will be discussed, along with
the annual Kettenburg Regatta in San Diego, which might add an “open class” for non-K
boats. So, please stay tuned for further progress reports and developments regarding this
auspicious project. Candidates for the “new” West Coast Classic Perpetual Trophy(s) are
even now being pulled out from a variety of closets and garages all through the Southland.
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Upcoming Events
 Thursday, 4 November, Southwestern Yacht
Club, 7:30 PM. The Lynx Educational Foundation, by Jeff Woods. Earlier for no host
drinks and dinner. You, your friends and
guests are welcome.
 Saturday, 13 November. 20 Guinea Cup Race
#7. 12:00 Start. Last chance to improve your
points for the December Awards!
 Thursday, 18 November AMSS Board Meeting, Fiddlers Green, Shelter Island, 7:30 PM.
Earlier for Dinner.
 Thursday, 26 November, Thanksgiving Day!
 Saturday, 27 November. Herreshoff Race,
SDYC

30

Wood, water and light: the words alone

A N C I E N T

M A R I N E R S

seem to evoke elemental images of beauty and magic, and in their blending we
sense a wonderful alchemy. It is not so
farfetched: each element has its own
power to transform and transport us.
The warmth of wood, the embrace of
water and the constant play of light.
—Joanthan Wilson
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P.O. Box 6484
San Diego, CA 92166
General Meetings: 1st Thursday of every
month, 7:30 PM @ Southwestern Yacht Club
Web: www.amss.us

E-mail: info@amss.us

AMSS Ship-to-Ship VHF Common –Channel 68

WWW.AMSS.US
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