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      MEETINGS  

¶ Saturday, 31 July.  McNish 

Classic Regatta, Channel 

Islands Harbor, Corinthian 

Yacht Club hosts. 

¶ Thursday, 5 August. Ancient 

Mariners General Meeting. Ed 

OôSullivan Presents: S/V 

Woody Restoration. 7:30 PM, 

Southwestern Yacht Club See 

pg. 4 

¶ Saturday, 14 August.  Com-

modoreôs Cup Race.  Pls. 

check www.amss.us for in-

structions and course.  

¶ Thursday, 19 August.  AMSS 

Board Meeting.  Southwestern 

Yacht Club 7:30 PM. 

(everyone is welcome to 

attend, come early for dinner). 

¶ Saturday, 28 August.  Sum-

mer Sail and Raft-Up.  
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  Fame is the latest in a steady line of older restored yachts under-

taken by Dennis Conner.  Fame is headed for her racing debut at 

the McNish Classic Regatta this Saturday at the Corinthian Yacht 

Club.  Fame, sans auxiliary, is being towed to Channel Islands Har-

bor by Paul Scrippsô yacht Miramar.  Several other local boats are 

also on their way up to the race.  Fame was restored at the Koehler 

yard, and re-launched exactly on her 100th birthday, 12 July 2010.  

She was designed and built by B.B. Crowninshield as his personal 

yacht, who developed many racing yachts in an era now long gone. 

Fame enjoying a sail in period costumes, now 100 years old!                             
Photo Courtesy Johny Smullen                        
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  July has been an eventful month with a mix of all 

seasons starting off gloomy and going straight to 

steaming hot with real thunder storms and rain show-

ers and then back to winter again, I see folks still 

wearing fleeces out sailing at the end of July! There 

were times when it felt like an east coast summer. 

 One of the big highlights of the month was the 

launching of Dennis Connerôs classic Fame. Dennis 

has restored life to this beautiful black schooner in 

record time and with such precision her birthday cele-

bration was on the mark. She was launched July 12
th
 

100 years ago in 1910. 

 The day was celebrated with a birthday party attend-

ed by all who had an interest and worked on this fine 

restoration. The celebration was aptly held aboard 

another well known black schooner America on July 

11
th
. To set the tempo all the crew donned traditional garb from the era. Daintry was present to blow out 

the candles and cut the most amazing cake I have seen and tasted, truly superb, we wish Dennis and 

Fame, good fortune for the season ahead. 

  We saw the fleet out for the 

20 Guinea cup race # 4 and 

our esteemed race officer 

tapped into his quiver of inter-

esting courses sending the 

class A offshore to buoy # 1 a 

battle of wits and a battle with 

the current to boot all in all a 

great day and we are very 

happy with the new race 

courses for the 2010 season. 

  We are looking forward to our 

next Guinea Cup race #5 Sat-

urday, September 4
th
. 

ñ  Johnny Smullen, Commodore      
(and photo hereé.) 

August Letter from the Commodore  

2010 Officers, Board Members, Chairs, etc. 
 

Commodore  Johnny Smullen 619 758 -9198 

Vice Commodore  Janet Callow 619 699 -2581 

Port Captain Peter Hylen 858 245 -3017 

Secretary Ann Kinner 619 223 -8989 

Treasurer Deb Dominici 619 294 -2244 

At Large John Driscoll 619 222 -0325 

At Large Brad Smith 760 807 -5360 

At Large Ed OõSullivan 858 605 -0656 

At Large Bruce Anderson 858 454 4051 

Race Chair   Doug Jones 619 993 -9295 

Program Chair  Greg Stewart    619 224 -6347 

Membership Chair Leslie Jenness 602 301 -0059 

Albatross Editor Dave Easter 858 551 4340  
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August Flag Boat ñ Circe  

  Circe was built in 1950 

for Carl Hardeberg at 

the Neglinge-Varvet 

Plym yard in Swe-

den.  She was designed 

by Sparkman Stephens 

and Rod Stephens per-

sonally supervised the 

construction.       Dimen-

sions:  LOA:  56'-9 1ô2ò; 

LWL:  39'; BEAM:  11'-

9";  DRAFT:  8'  She 

was built with varnished 

mahogany top sides 

over oak frames and 

copper rivets.  Planks 

are butt seamed with no 

caulking, as she still is 

today.  Rod Stephens later wrote in his book that "Plym built boats don't need bilge 

Pumps".  With Rod Stephens on board in 1951, she raced in the Fastnet Race.  It was 

one of the windiest race starts in history, 45 knots to weather with many boats dropping 

out or losing there masts.  Circe and Bloodhound raced close together the entire race 

with Circe finishing 11 minutes in front, for 1st to finish.  In 1952 she was sold to Carl 

Hovegard, commodore of the American Yacht Club in New York.  She was raced to 1
st 
in 

class in 1954 Bermuda Race, 1955 2
nd
 Transatlantic Race, winner of Blunt White and 

Stan Bradford Trophies.  She was sailed to the west coast in the 70's by the Giannini fam-

ily.  After several owners she was bought in 2000 by Chase Carlton, trucked to Taylor and 

Snediker in Mystic Seaport Connecticut where she went through a 2 year complete bare 

hull restoration.  While she was in Mystic Seaport, Olin Stephens toured the local S & S 

Boats including Bolero, Cometa Skylark, Circe etc.  When asked by the writer of the S & 

S Newsletter which would be his personal choice, he said Circe.  We bought her in 2007 

after she had a fire in the master stateroom.  We saw her sitting in a boat yard in Gardena 

for 6 months and it looked like no one was going to save her.      Having known her and 

her owners since she came to CA, and knowing her history and always admiring her, we 

took the plunge!   She was worked on 12 hours a day, 7 days a week for 1& 1/2 

years.  She is now restored once again and sailing in the Classic Yacht Races.      ñ

Marvin and Katherine Bohanan 

Circe in San Diego                                                                                                    
Photo Courtesy Da -Woody/Dennis St. Onge  
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       **Special Program Announcement** 

    Ed OôSullivan Presents:  S/V Woody Restoration 

August AMSS General Meeting Southwestern Yacht Club, 7:30 PM 

Please join us this next Thursday for 

Ancient Mariners Board Member Ed 

OôSullivanôs program on the Restora-

tion of Woody, a lovely K 43.  Woody 

is Kettenburg Hull #17, 43ô LOA and 

originally launched in November 1965.  

It was first owned and commissioned 

by San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium 

architect Frank Hope and brother 

Charles in 1965, then named Verve. 

Raced extensively, including a second 

place in the 1968 San Diego to Cabo 

San Lucas Race (Frank says they were 

a wind shift out of first place!). The 

yacht was purchased by architect Roy 

Drew in 1976. Purchased by Bud Suiter 

in 1996. A partner, Zeke Knight, joined 

the effort in 1999 to get Friendship II 

ready for a Transpac effort in 2001. The yacht was then purchased by Ed & Katie O'Sullivan in May 

of 2005 and renamed Woody.  This boat has been very well maintained over its lifetime, and it 

shows.  Ed will cover what he and Katie have done to keep Woody at her peak.   

 There is an uncluttered main salon with U-shaped 

settee/dinette to port (can convert to double berth) 

and a settee/berth to starboard. The private for-

ward stateroom has V-berth, two hanging lockers 

and an enclosed head with access from both the 

stateroom and main salon.  halyard and spreader 

boots rigging and new Yanmar diesel.  Edôs 

presentation will cover a little history of the K 43 

Class, and a bit of Woodyôs history for starters.  

Then, a discussion of some preparations, and the 

completion of restoration work on his watch.  Weôll 

wrap up with some fine photos of the final results.  

Please join us earlier for dinner at the SWYC; the 

meeting is public and everyone is welcome.   The Distinctive K 43 Transom                                                             

ñPhoto Courtesy Ed OõSullivan 

S/V Woody in the ShopñPhoto Courtesy Ed OõSullivan 
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20 Guinea Cup #4 Results & Standings 
 


