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      MEETINGS  

¶ Saturday, 11 December. 2010 

Half Pint óoô Rum Race.  12:00 

Start. Too much fun...Be There! 

¶ Friday 17 December, South-

western Yacht Club, 6:00 PM.  

Annual AMSS Meeting, Dinner 

and Awards Ceremony.  Reser-

vations required. 

¶ Sunday, 19 December.  Board 

of Directors Transition Meeting.  

Easterôs home, 552 Fern Glen, 

La Jolla.  All 2010 and 2011 

Board Members invited. 

¶ 25 December.  Merry Christ-

mas! 

¶ 1 January. San Diego Bay New 

Yearôs Day Sail 
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¶ First Annual  West Coast World 

Cup Herreshoff Regatta, pgs. 1, 
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¶ December Letter from the Com-

modore, pg. 2 

¶ December ñFeatureò Boat:   

Skookum III, pg. 3. 

¶ Special **Program Announce-

ment**  December Ancient 

Mariners Annual Meeting, Dinner 

and Awards Ceremony, pg. 4. 

¶ 20 Guinea Cup #7 Race Results 

and Series Standings to date, pg. 

5. 

¶ Scuttlebutt, etc. pg. 6 

¶ December Calendar, etc., pg. 8 

  A new Ancient Marinerôs annual event was promulgated the Saturday 

after Thanksgiving 2010, which was the largest gathering of Herreshoff 

racing 12&1/2ôs (the most favorite and numerous of his designs) on the 

West Coast.  Slightly disorganized, the West Coast World Cup Herreshoff 

Regatta pulled itself together with no set number of races, but a fortunate 

asset in the form of San Diego Yacht Clubôs Junior Racing Program facili-

ties.  What might have been two timed short course runs evolved to five 

rough and tumble, ñIôm ready; youôre notò rounds of exciting, spectator -

friendly runs around the buoys (deployed earlier by Jack Sutphenôs lob-

ster boat tender Swift), and then re-set as the weather conditions 

changed. The fleet was bulked up a bit by two Herreshoff ...contôd, pg. 7  

Three H erreshoff 12&1/2 gaffers and one Marconi rig chase the start, in tight echelonñ
photo courtesy Mark Albertazzi 
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  I pen this letter on Thanksgiving day 
and as we wrap up another successful 
year, both on the water and on the social 
front, it is appropriate at this time to thank 
some important people within our club. 
Nothing would happen without their dedi-
cation, above and beyond. As well as the 
members, staff Commodores, past board 
members, the following people helped 
make the club what it is today, so I would 
like to shout out the following MVPôs in 
no particular order for their hard work 
during the 2010 season. 

  To have a successful club you need 
members and someone to manage the 
membership and we are all very grateful 
to have Leslie Jenness filling that role, 
thank you Leslie for all your hard work, 
next we are very grateful to Doug Jones 
for his dedication as race director and 
race committee, we had a very good racing season on the water and it takes a lot of time 
and effort to produce such events. 

  On the social and fun side we had a lot of support and results from Vice Commodore Ja-
net Callow who really knows everyone in the village and gets things done, the Yesteryear 
raffle is a fine example of her hard work with the highest quality prizes and sponsor liaisons 
to mention a few of her talents and of course trophies is another forte. Brad Smith and 
Guyanne have put a lot of effort into the merchandise and managing it for the entire year 
and with great results we look forward to their continuing dedication to the club. Our Wing-
man, the ubiquitous Greg Stewart is always there to support everyone in the club, has 
great ideas, and works relentlessly on our very interesting monthly programs. Dave Easter, 
for producing our newsletter, the Albatross, very hard work indeed particularly keeping on 
us for our contributions, Deb Dominici, treasurer, everyone knows how hard that role is and 
we greatly appreciate Deb keeping us in check and informed, also thank you Deb for all the 
hours of work on the website. Our secretary Ann Kinner for all of her nautical knowledge 
and keeping minutes of what we talk about in our meetings. Peter Hylen our port captain, 
thank you for all your support throughout the year. Board member John Driscoll for his par-
ticipation, experience, and enthusiasm in the board room and on the water, and finally board 
member Ed OôSullivan who is working very hard on the 2011 Kettenburg regatta which will 
be a spectacular event to look forward to, more later in upcoming editions of the Albatross. 

- Johnny Smullen 

December Letter from the Commodore... 

2010 Officers, Board Members, Chairs, etc. 
 

Commodore  Johnny Smullen 619 758 -9198 

Vice Commodore  Janet Callow 619 284 -0156 

Port Captain Peter Hylen 858 245 -3017 

Secretary Ann Kinner 619 223 -8989 

Treasurer Deb Dominici 619 294 -2244 

At Large John Driscoll 619 222 -0325 

At Large Brad Smith 760 807 -5360 

At Large Ed OõSullivan 858 605 -0656 

At Large Bruce Anderson 858 454 4051 Race 

Chair   Doug Jones 619 993 -9295 

Program Chair  Greg Stewart    619 224 -6347 

Membership Chair Leslie Jenness 602 301 -0059 

Albatross Editor Dave Easter 858 551 4340  
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December Flag Boat ñ Skookum III 
  It was a cold November 
Saturday in 1935 at the Britt 
Brothersô Boat Yard, in West 
Lynn, Massachusetts, as the 
town gathered to celebrate 
the completion of a grand 
task. The foundry had cast 
the 26,000 lb lead keel.  The 
general store furnished the 
Everdure Bronze screws, 
paint and manila lines.  The 
blacksmith forged the cranse 
iron and mast hardware.  The 
lumber yard sought out the 
finest African mahogany 
planking and sturdy New 
England white oak for the 
frames. The bronze Edson 
double worm gear for the 5ôx 3ô 
rudder was mounted. 

  The work had begun 14 months ago, first lofting Sam Crockerôs lines to shape the molds, then 
erecting the skeleton starting with the keel timber 22ò wide x 37ô long.  The deck ran 63 feet from 
stem to stern ï the bowsprit added another 5 feet.  The spar makers had painstakingly fashioned 
the 56ô fore and 72ô main masts from ñaircraft spruceò. Both were hollow to save weight aloft.  The 
main boom was 30ô long and the spinnaker pole measured 22ô.  The numerous splices were tucked 
into the galvanized wire standing rigging.  George Ratseyôs loft tailored the cotton sails.  With the 
spinnaker and golly wobbler flying, she would set over 4,000 square feet of sail. The interior held 
three heads ïone forward for the two crew, another in the main salon for the guests, and the third in 
the ownerôs stateroom aft.  The Lathrop 6 cylinder gas engine stood ready for duty.  The only winch 
aboard was the anchor windlass for the 300 feet of İò chain.  Block and tackle met the other heavy 
lifting tasks.  Now Master Ship Builder Andrew Britt drove out the carriage wedges and freed the 
schooner to accelerate toward the water, as Sam Crocker held his breath. 

  The high school band played; various dignitaries gave speeches.  Mrs. James Dean smashed a 
champagne bottle against the bow and christened the magnificent creation ñSkookum IIIò, for Mr. 
Deanôs search for perfection had led him to seek three ever larger designs from Crocker. 
ñSkookumò is a Northwest American Indian word meaning ñperfectò or ñjust rightò.  The future would 
hold many adventures for Skookum III.  Racing from Newport to Bermuda, from Chicago to Macki-
nac Island, chartering in the Caribbean, racing from Bermuda in Operation Sail ô76 honoring Ameri-
caôs 200th birthday, serving as  the flagship for the US Power Squadron, traveling at 70+ mph cross 
country- perhaps a speed record for a 30 ton schooner! 

  There were also times of stress.  About every 15 years, a creation such as she must attract an 
owner willing to invest more than her original cost for rebuilding and maintenance.  In the 60ôshe 
was refastened; in the mid 70ôs it was splining the planks and a thin layer of fiberglass on the hull;  
in the 80ôs she went derelict, before being reframed and refastened with new deck beams and 
deck, new houses, keel bolts and floor timbers, diesel engine, etc...  Skookum III now holds a sur-

vey for sailing ñany oceanò and stands rigged and ready for new adventures!    - Perc Jones 

Skookum III headed downtown with working sails   
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THE ALBATROSS IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ANCIENT MARINERS SAILING SOCIETY. 

       ANCIENT MARINERS SAILING SOCIETY 

       ** Special Program Announcement**  

The December Annual Meeting, Awards Ceremony and 

Commodoreôs Dinner Party 

Friday, 17 December, Southwestern Yacht Club, 6:00 PM   

    So far, weôve had an outstanding return of RSVP invitations for the 2010 December Annual 

Meeting, Awards and Commodoreôs Dinner Party.  This is the fourth year in which weôve ex-

panded the Annual Meeting to include a festive evening of drinks, a fine dinner and the award 

ceremonies.  If you have not returned your RSVP invitations for yourself, your crew, family and 

friends, please take the time to do so now.  We have on the menu salad, your choice of Tri Tip & 

Mexican Shrimp or Chicken Chasseur, and Chocolate Lava Cake dessert served in a take-home 

Ancient Mariners coffee mug!  The seating is limited; donôt miss this outstanding evening.  Tick-

ets are $35.00 per person, all inclusive.   

  The program for the event is as follows: 

No Host Cocktails     6:00 PM 

Dinner Served     7:15 PM 

Dessert Served     8:00 PM 

2010 Board & Officers Election Results 7:45 PM 

Awards Presentation    8:15 PM 

The award presentations will include the 2010 20 Guinea Cup Series (1
st
, 2
nd
, and 3

rd 
for both 

the Short and Long Courses) and the Perpetual Trophies for each class.  The 2010 Luders 16 

Perpetual will also be awarded.  The 2010 Half-Pint sails the weekend before our party (on 11 

December), and awards will be made for 1
st
, 2
nd
 and 3

rd
 in each of three classes:  Racing, Cruis-

ing and Sailing, along with the Mitena Perpetual Trophy Award. Thereôs a new Class B 20 Guin-

ea Cup Racing trophy to be awarded this year as well.    

New 2011 Ancient Mariners Officers and Board Members will be introduced.  Logo merchandise 

will be available for last-minute Christmas shopping.  2011 dues are payable, and new member-

ship cards entitling you to generous food discounts at Fiddlers Green, and the Bay Club Bar and 

Grill restaurant will be issued.  See you and yours at the party! 
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 20 Guinea Cup # 7 Race Results, 2010 Standings 
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Scuttlebutt, etc.  
 

¶ The 2010 Half Pint oô Rum Race.  This is our last race 

of the year, sailing on Saturday 11 December.  Bring 

along your entry fee (a bottle of high quality rum), and 

be prepared for an off-anchor start.  This one is argua-

bly the favorite, and most certainly, the ñmost funò 

AMSS race every year.  Donôt forget to join the raft-up 

afterwards in La Playa, watching the sun go down 

over a dark & stormy.  Please note the following about 

this year's Regatta: The format will be the same as in 

years past. Please print your own Sailing Instructions.  

New AMSS member Brian Huster will serve as the RC 

Boat, on his Lyman the Gatsby.  Marine photographer 

Bob Grieser will be out shooting Video for the new 

AMSS promotional Video that will be a part of the 

AMSS Exhibit at the Maritime Museum of San Diego.  We may have an International Jour-

nalist as a guest for the event who will sail the event. The Awards for this race will be pre-

sented at the AMSS Annual Meeting, Awards and Commodoreôs Dinner December 17th.  

The Mitena Perpetual Trophy will be awarded to the Class A Winner of the Traditional For-

mat Class. We are also on the lookout for any sailors who may want to inherit the Frank 

Taliaferro (Puff) ñHalf-Pint Best-Dressedò award for his pink wetsuit from the Hillcrest Surf 

Shop (seen here in 2004).  

¶ You are going to want to sail the 20 Guinea Cup races next year.  There will be a prize for 

first places finishes for each race.  Sponsored by West Marine, we have great prizes to 

spark your interest and reward your enthusiasm.  I know you can win one race or more so 

come out and sail.  The new courses are interesting and the starts at buoy 19 allow plenty 

of room to dial up.  Prizes will be presented at the post race venue, which will be Fiddlers 

Green for the first three races.  Fiddlers Green, in conjunction with the AMSS, will have 

something for you to chew on besides how well you sailed.  Come out for the Guinea Cup 

races and then share a glass with your competitors and friends!  - Janet Callow  

¶  Ed. Note:  Just a reminder that I usually have on 

hand tickets for those interested in visiting the San 

Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum, USS Midway.  If 

you find some visitors or friends during the holi-

days with some spare time, E-mail me ASAP if 

youôd like to visit the USS Midway, with compli-

ments of the museum:  deaster1@san.rr.com  
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 West Coast World Cup Herreshoff Regatta, contõd 
Biscayne Bay boats owned by Jeff Woods, and Jack Swendsenôs 

ñpointy Sabotò Fling, a new tender for his famous Navy Luders 

yawl Flirt.  Commodore Johnny Smullen and first lady Theresa 

sailed one of Mr. Woodsô Biscayne Bays (Margaret, centered in 

the photo below).  Jack Sutphen piloted Loafer to some very fast 

rounds.  Ron Arnold and Staff Commodore Greg Stewart also 

made some impressive turns on the course, with Tad Pole looking 

especially smart in tan bark sails.  Mr. La Dow flew sail no. 490, 

and was no hanky-panky.  Trevor Hinckley pointed Quahog 

around the marks (yes, we know about those tasty clams even 

way out here) several times.  Ryan Olsen had the Haven Deborah 

Lynn putting the pressure on during all races.  There were some 

small trophies awarded, courtesy of the Race Committee Boat 

skipper (Ron Render, in his new-old H-28 Anatine) and Dave 

Easter.  It is still to be determined whether the first, second and third mahogany plaques 

went to the appropriate crews, but the dockside spectators formed a general consensus that 

everything that was awarded seemed ñabout right.ò  That same consensus made a unani-

mous proposal to continue the West Coast World Cup Herreshoff Regatta on all forthcoming 

Saturdays immediately following Thanksgiving, including double dares to any East Coast 

sailors willing to join in for the 2011 Regatta.  Stand by for next year!  

Another tight start ñphoto courtesy Mark Albertazzi 



 

 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

¶ Saturday, 11 December. 2010 Half Pint óoô 

Rum Race.  12:00 Start. Too much fun...Be 

There! 

¶ Friday 17 December, Southwestern Yacht 

Club, 6:00 PM.  Annual AMSS Meeting, Din-

ner and Awards Ceremony.  Reservations 

required. 

¶ Sunday, 19 December.  Board of Directors 

Transition Meeting.  Easterôs home, 552 Fern 

Glen, La Jolla.  All 2010 and 2011 Board 

Members invited. 

¶ 25 December.  Merry Christmas! 

¶ 1 January.  San Diego Bay New Yearôs Day 

Sail 

A N C I E N T  M A R I N E R S  

S A I L I N G  S O C I E T Y  

E S T .  1 9 7 5  

P.O. Box 6484 

San Diego, CA 92166 

 

General Meetings:  1st Thursday of every month, 

7:00 PM @ Southwestern Yacht Club 

 

Web: www.amss.us     E-mail: info@amss.us 

 

AMSS Ship-to-Ship VHF Common ðChannel 68 

W EõRE ON  THE  WEB !        WWW .AMSS.US 

 December 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2  3  4 

5 6 7 8 9  10  11 Half 

Pint 

12 13 14 15 16  17Ann. 

Mtg. 

18   

19 Tran. 

Mtg  

20  21 22 23 24 25 XMAS 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 New 

Year! 
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S A I L I N G  S O C I E T Y  
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A N C I E N T  M A R I N E R S  

We study the sailor, the man of 

his hands, man of all work; all eye, 

all finger, muscle, skill and endur-

ance; a tailor, a carpenter, 

cooper, stevedore, & clerk and 

astronomer besides.  He is a 

great saver, and a great quiddle 

by the necessity of his situation 

ñRalph Waldo Emerson 


