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      MEETINGS  

¶ Saturday, 2 April.  Gerry Driscoll 

Memorial Sail, and Scattering of 

Ashes.  Rendezvous SDYC 

fairway, La Playa, commencing 

2:30ð3:00PM. 

¶ Thursday, 7 April.  ñRestoration 

of the S/Y Roon,ò by April Sa-

lem.  SWYC, 7:30 PM.  Earlier 

for ho-host drinks, dinner.  All 

family, friends, guests invited. 

¶ Thursday, 21 April.  Board of 

Directors Meeting.  Southwest-

ern Yacht Club, 7:00 PM 
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¶ 20 Guinea Cup Race #2, pgs. 

1 & 6. 

¶ April Letter from the Commo-

dore, pg. 2 

¶ April ñFeatureò Boat:   Caro-

line & Brian Husterôs Gatsby, 

pg. 3. 

¶ Special **Program Announce-

ment** , ñThe Restoration of 

Roon IIò by April Salem, pg. 4. 

¶ 2011:  The Kettenburg & 

Classic Yacht Regatta, page 5 

¶ 20 Guinea Cup Race #2 

Results, page 6. 

¶ Gerry Driscoll, 1924-2011 

page 7. 

¶ April Calendar, etc., pg. 8 

  The 20 Guin-

ea Cup Race 

#2 was sailed 

on March 12th.  

Course Golf 

was sailed for 

the first time. 

This course 

took the fleet 

out the bay ini-

tially from 

SD#19 to SD 

#15 off the Bait 

Barge and then 

back down the 

Bay. The short 

course fleet 

then sailed to 

SD #23 and 

back to SD 

#19.  The 

Long Course 

fleet sailed 

from SD#15 

to SD#11 and then all the way to SD#28 past the Coronado Bridge and back to 

SD #19.  Pacifica corrected to1st, less than 4 seconds before Chimaera in 

Long Course A.  The Post race event was staged at the Bay Club organized by 

Leslie Jenness.  The Bay Club gave AMSS a nice meeting room with access to 

the poolside deck.  20 GC Race #2 results follow on pg. 6 -  Greg Stewart.                

Pacifica in a file photo, outbound in a Yesteryear Regatta                      
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  Shelter Island has an honorable and venera-

ble history.  In the day, Shelter Island was a 

boat building mecca.  The icons: Kettenburg, 

Eichenlaub, Driscoll, Mauricio, and Koehler 

were making waves building boats.  Hammers 

and glue were flying and the deafening sound 

of electric planes on aluminum welds was fright-

fully progressive.   By day the swoosh of a boat 

launching from the big ways at Kettenburg was 

exciting and by night the sounds of forklifts and 

fish bins unloading from Hawthorns dock was 

consoling. 

  Every morning at 7 a.m. you could see each 

boatyard's crew huddled together outside the 

entrance to their yard, waiting for the one per-

son that precipitated throwing the 3 phase that 

would begin the discussion of the plan for the 

day.  Boatyard crews were family.  They would 

think nothing of piling in ten cars and going 

downtown to Cheuy's for lunch or staying late on a Friday night to tell jokes and tip a few, 

and they would think nothing of working harder than they have ever worked before to satisfy 

the creative genius that was Kettenburg, Eichenlaub, Driscoll, Mauricio, or Koehler. 

  We have said our farewells in the past to many fine boat builders and now we must say 

goodbye to Gerry Driscoll.  To all of the great builders who have crossed the bar, and with 

our deepest respect for Gerry, we vow to stop for a moment and cherish the memories, the 

glorious moods, and the brilliant achievements on our waterfront.—Jano Callow  

 

Crossing the Bar 

 Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for 
me!   

And may there be no moaning of the bar,  when I 
put out to sea,  but such a tide as moving seems 
asleep,  too full for sound or foam,   

When that which drew from out the boundless 
deep turns again home. 

  

Twilight and evening bell, and after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell; when I embark; 

For tho' from out our bourne of time and place the flood 
may bear me far, 

I hope to see my pilot face to face when I have crossed the 
bar. 

 - Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

April Letter from the Commodore... 

2010 Officers, Board Members, Chairs, etc. 

 

Commodore  Janet Callow 619 284 -0156 

Vice Commodore  Brad Smith 760 807 -5360 

Port Captain Peter Hylen 858 245 -3017 

Purser Kathy Easter 858 551 -4340 

Yeoman Ann Kinner 619 223 -8989 

At Large John Driscoll 619 222 -0325 

At Large Dan McKinnon 858 273 -1145 

At Large Ed OõSullivan 858 605 -0656 

At Large Johnny Smullen   619 758 -9198 

Event Program Chair Greg Stewart 619 224 -6347 

Race Director   Johnny Smullen 619 758 -9198 

Yesteryear Race Chair Greg Stewart 619 224 -6347 

Kettenburg Race Chair Ed OõSullivan 858 605 -0656 

Half Pint Race Chair Johnny Smullen 619 758 -9198 

Membership Chair Leslie Jenness 602 301 -0059 

Merchandise Chair Brad Smith 760 807 -5360 

Albatross Editor Dave Easter 858 551 4340  
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  Gatsby is a 25 foot Lyman 

utility boat built in 1963 by 

Lyman Boat Works in 

Sandusky, Ohio.  I purchased 

the boat eleven years ago 

from its second owner who 

owned it for approximately 

three years. He had pur-

chased it from a family in 

Newport Beach, CA who were 

the original owners. When I 

purchased the vessel it was in 

fair condition, however I had to 

rebuild the engine, a Gray Ma-

rine fireball V8. Also the hull, 

clinker lapstreak construc-

tion, needed attention. Two 

of the planks closest to the 

prop shaft had to be replaced. Over the period of ownership I replaced the cushions, some 

of the flooring, flooring covering and repaired ubiquitous termite damage. 

  The vesselôs performance with its 180 horsepower inboard V8 produces 20 knots of speed 

in a very comfortable ride as a result of its lapstreak construction. One of the best features 

of a Lyman boat is its seaworthiness and dry ride.  We use the boat primarily for bay excur-

sions, sojourns out in the Pacific to 

accompany my friend with his paddle-

board training, and most recently 

providing race committee duties for 

Ancient Mariner Sailing Society races.  

Gatsby is a much loved member of the 

family as evidenced by its first owner 

of 35 years. The boatôs good looks are 

a real head turner as I get multiple 

thumbs up from fellow boaters on my 

bay excursions.  - Brian Huster  

April Flag Boat — Gatsby  

Gatsby at Rest at the Kona Kai  
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THE ALBATROSS IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ANCIENT MARINERS SAILING SOCIETY. 

       ANCIENT MARINERS SAILING SOCIETY 

       ** Special Program Announcement** Thursday, 7 April-

Meeting: S/Y Roon II Restoration,  by April Salem, Southwestern YC 

  According to April Salem, a forlorn looking wooden 
boat named Wind Song , ñchose herò last year at 
the San Diego Wooden Boat festival.   What started 
as a haul out to find if the vessel was sound turned 
into a  9 month restoration of Roon II. 

  Roon II, a Sparkman and Stephens ketch was 
launched at high tide at City Island, New York on the 
morning of August 7

th
, 1934.  The yacht was built by 

the Kretzer boat yard.  She had her beginning in 
endless discussions with the Skipper,  R. S Kellogg 
and Mate, Janet Reid Kellogg while they learned to 
sail on their small short rigged ketch, Roon I.    They 
took their sketches and outline of what they wanted 
to Olin Stephens.   

  ñThe hull and rigging was of quite different charac-
ter from anything he had heretofore designedò.    
Roon II was described as a vessel that was built ñfor 
the clientò and ñstill had the underbody cut away 
and shapely enough to slide through the water and 
take the seas easily, and yet full enough to hold fair-
ly on the wind. ñ (Yachting Magazine, 1935, pg. 62)  

  Roon II,  38ô 6ò overall, 32ô4ò at water line,  has a long narrow cockpit with mizzen mast 
forward so the cockpit is entirely clear.  The canvas forward is split into forestaysail, jib and 
jib topsail; the main boom is only 18 ft long and the mizzen boom slightly under 12 ft long.  
The total working sail area was 691 ft,.   The main mast is 45 ft from deck to truck.   This 
short rig promised ease of handling under all conditions.  Detailed specifications covered 
twenty type written pages by the Kelloggs.   This boat was not built to race but was built for 
a husband and wife to cruise as the only crew.  She is design # 28 just after Stormy 
Weather # 27, and came to San Diego in the 1980s.  Re-launch at Koehlerôs any day now! 

  Aprilôs presentation will begin at 7:30 PM at the Southwestern Yacht Club.  Please come 
early (6-ish for no-host bar and/or dinner); all friends, family and guests are welcome!  

Roon II Underway in the 1930s, from Yachting  
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New for 2011: The Kettenburg & Classic Yacht Regatta  
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2011 Guinea Cup #2 Race Results 

 

RC 44s to Race in San Diego...  

The recently completed Oracle RC44 San Diego Cup was a showcase for "stadium sailing" on 

the Bay. Organized by SEA San Diego, the group is working to bring additional world-class sail-

ing events to San Diego as a run up to the America's Cup. Lucky us.—Mark Albertazzi  

RC Races Complete 2011 San Diego Tour  

RC44 Action Shots courtesy Mark Albertazzi  
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Gerry Driscoll : 1924—2011 

  ñJohn Gerald Driscoll III , Gerry, passed away Sat-

urday evening (12 March) in his sleep at his apart-

ment in La Jolla, CA.  He was 87 years old. 

  His sailing career highlights include winning the 

Star Class World Championship in 1944 and win-

ning the Congressional Cup match racing champi-

onship in 1965 and 1966 with an 18-0 record during 

those years.   

  Gerryôs involvement with the Americaôs Cup began 

as tactician for the New York Yacht Club Commo-

dore Robert McCullough on the 12 meter Vim (US-

15), which was the trial horse to Columbia (US-16) 

in 1967 in the Americaôs Cup trials and was skipper 

of the 12 meter Intrepid  (US-22) for the 1974 trials. 

  Gerry was instrumental in the organiza-

tion and fund raising for Rod Davis and 

the 12 meter Eagle (US-60) syndicate in 

1987, and in 1992 he was San Diego 

Yacht Clubôs liaison to the challengers for 

the 1992 Americaôs Cup. 

  The Driscoll name is prominent in the 

San Diego marine industry.  Gerry found-

ed the familyôs first boat yard in 1947, and 

now there are multiple repair and mainte-

nance facilities, marinas, And brokerage 

services throughout San Diego and Mis-

sion Bay.ò  É by starclass.org. 

  The Ancient Mariners are invited by the 

Driscoll family to accompany a boat pro-

cession to spread Gerryôs ashes on Satur-

day, 2 April.  AMSS yachts will join the 

Driscoll family yachts Chimaera and En-

dymion and parade to waters off Pt. Lo-

ma beginning at 2:30 PM. Gerry Driscoll, photo courtesy Paul Mello 



 

 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

¶ Saturday, 2 April.  Gerry Driscoll Memorial 

Sail, and Scattering of Ashes.  Rendezvous 

SDYC fairway, La Playa, commencing 2:30ð

3:00PM. 

¶ Thursday, 7 April.  ñRestoration of the S/Y 

Roon,ò by April Salem.  SWYC, 7:30 PM.  

Earlier for ho-host drinks, dinner.  All family, 

friends, guests invited. 

¶ Thursday, 21 April.  Board of Directors Meet-

ing.  Southwestern Yacht Club, 7:00 PM 

A N C I E N T  M A R I N E R S  

S A I L I N G  S O C I E T Y  
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P.O. Box 6484 

San Diego, CA 92166 

 

General Meetings:  1st Thursday of every month, 

7:30 PM @ Southwestern Yacht Club 

 

Web: www.amss.us     E-mail: info@amss.us 

 

AMSS Ship-to-Ship VHF Common ðChannel 68 

W EõRE ON  THE  WEB !        WWW .AMSS.US 

 April 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3  1 2 Driscoll 

Memorial 

3 4 5 6 7 GEN 

MTG 
8  9  

10 11 12 13 14  15 16 

17 18  19 20 21 BOD 

MTG 
22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
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A N C I E N T  M A R I N E R S  

  More on April Salem‟s Yacht Roon II : 

“When I learned that Wind Song was formerly Roon, my research showed that there was 

a German vessel so named that had fired on my family home of Hartepool, England dur-

ing the war.  It turns out that Roon came from the Gods of Pegana, 1908 by Lord Dun-

say.  From that work comes: ‟Of Roon, the God of Going: There be Gods of Moving 

and Gods of standing still;  Roon said I am the God of Going. The footfall of Roon 

hath been heard at evening outside the houses of men...I heard the whisper of Roon at  

evening, saying  „There are islands of spices to the South, and the voice of Roon saying 

„Go.  And Roon said „There are a thousand home gods, the little gods, they sit before 

the hearth and mind the fire...There is but one Roon. 

Ed Note —Please see page  4 of this issue with the Program Announcement of April 

Salem‟s “Restoration of the S/Y Roon ,” scheduled for Thursday, 7 April. 


